* GrowFoodV ORGANCGARDEN

April 13,2016

Welcome to the 2016 Grow Food Northampton
Organic Community Garden!

Grow Food Northampton Organic Community Garden
All Gardener Gathering - Growing our Garden Community

Saturday, April 16,2016
JFK Middle School (100 Bridge Rd, Florence)
10:00 AM

This gathering is your opportunity to get critical updates about Garden
programs and projects, teams, new processes, new rules, and infrastructure.
And it's a wonderful chance to connect with fellow gardeners. You are
expected to attend this meeting. If you listed any additional gardeners in your
registration, you should bring them as well. They may not receive this email.

Some highlights: We'll provide an overview of the greatly expanded Giving
Garden, upcoming infrastructure projects, Community Service Teams, and
more.

Giving Garden Get-together

Monday April 25, 5:30 PM at Grow Food Northampton office

Learn about the plans for this year’s half-acre Giving Garden, and the ways that
you can be involved in growing produce for local soup kitchens and food
pantries. RSVP to Pat at pat@growfoodnorthampton.com

ORIENTATION FOR NEW GARDENERS




All new gardeners must attend a New Gardener Orientation before they begin
gardening. Orientations last about an hour. You will learn what's available in
the garden and how to access supplies and materials, and review the
Gardener’s Guide. (LINK). This is an excellent opportunity to and meet
experienced gardeners who can help you get started on your plot, and learn
how to maintain and keep your plot from year to year. To sign up for an
orientation click here:

New Gardener Orientation dates and times:
Sunday, April 17, 1:00 PM

Sunday, April 17,2:00 PM

Thursday, April 21, 5:30 PM

Saturday, April 23, 10:00 AM

Saturday, April 23, 11:00 AM

Tuesday, April 26, 5:30 PM

Wednesday, April 27, 5:30 PM

Saturday, April 29, 10:00-11:00 AM, work party from 11-1
Sunday, May 1 —1:00 PM

Monday, May 2 — 5:00 PM

Garden Work Parties

Watch your Garden Bulletin for
announcements about Garden
Work Parties. Work Parties are an
opportunity for gardeners to do
community service hours.
Remember that 3 hours of service
per plot are required. Working in
small groups we complete critical
garden tasks. Led by
knowledgeable volunteers, interns
and staff, parties generally last 2-4
hours. You may come for some or
all of the session. It's helpful to
sign up ahead of time so we can
contact you if the weather is iffy.

Two Work Parties are currently
on the schedule:

e Saturday April 29, 11-1, immediately following New Gardener Orientation
e Saturday, May 14, 9-12.

To sign up, email Pat.




Please support Grow Food Northampton
on Valley Gives Day, May 3.

Grow Food Northampton
245 Main Street, Suite 207, Northampton, MA 01060
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